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RAO HOLIDAYS  

Monday, April 9

Bataan Day

Thursday, April 12

Maundy Thursday (PI)

Friday, April 13

Good Friday

Monday, April 30??

(Probable Travel Day) (PI)

Tuesday, May 1

Labor Day (PI)

Monday, May 28

Memorial Day

Wednesday, July 4

Independence Day

PARKING PAY ATTENTION TO WHERE YOU PARK AROUND THE RAO.  DO NOT BLOCK DRIVEWAYS.  A PARTICULAR PROBLEM IS THE MIRAGE HOTEL DRIVEWAY ADJACENT TO MR. DONUT.  It is being blocked every day by the cars of various people visiting the RAO.  If this continues, we will create an adversary relationship with our neighbors and the Barangay will have to get involved. We don’t need that!

RAO TELEPHONE It appears we are in for a very long wait for our other phone lines. Looks like someone may have to die or move out of the area for us to get each of them. We are following the this routine with our one line, 222-2314. I come in early and down load the days e-mail and answer what I can on the spot. At 0900 or soon thereafter, I move the only line we have back to the phone for incoming calls. At 1400 we move the line to the fax machine, send out the day’s faxes and then leave the phone on the fax machine in order to receive answers to the outgoing faxes.  As a result, our current policy is no outgoing calls! And please don’t call to check on mail, the phone line is busy enough as it is. Thanks for your cooperation.

MEMBERSHIP DUES As you all know this office operates on membership dues. We have a membership of 1120 of which 330 have not paid their dues as of this writing. Well, as Harry Truman said, “The buck stops here.” Commencing 1 February, 2002 members who have  not paid their dues are dropped, boxes closed and all mail and checks returned to sender. This is ridiculous, people. We do this every year. You know when your dues are due. We were closed from Monday 29 Jan to 2 Feb (4 days) to move into our new building. All I heard during February was “You were closed for your move, and I could not pay my dues on time”. So, we gave those who came in during February the same rates as in January, $20.00 for the year, and I still hear the same story in March. If those of you who have not yet paid intended to pay on time, you would have done so. I have worked my butt off over the past 10 years to please you people, but I am tired of the little games people play. It’s your RAO. If you want it, then support it. 330 people not paid is over $6,000.00 @ $20.00 per! It may not sound like much, but if those dues are not paid and we lose those members, we will have to cut operations in half by mid-year and use the funds that we currently have to support the RAO. Guess who will be the first to bitch? You guessed it! 

If you have paid your dues, keep your receipts. We are not perfect, we DO make mistakes, and you could be listed as not being paid when in fact you paid. If you do not have your receipt and we can’t find our copy, we have to consider you not paid. If you lost your receipt, we have a copy, then you are good to go. 

RAO DISBURSING/RETIRED ID CARD’S There has been a policy in effect here at RAO for a long period of time for us here in RAO to help YOU the individual military retired sponsor, widows and children of the retiree. This is OUR FUNCTION, which we are happy to perform, to help YOU and YOUR DEPENDENTS as much as we are allowed to do. 

YOU the retiree, widow or child, also have the responsibility to take care of your own affairs in a timely manner. If YOU DO NOT HELP YOURSELF, then what makes you think that we here at RAO have a responsibility to aid you every time you get stuck?

We have many checks and many ID applications for several persons who don’t seem to care until they absolutely get into a situation where in these things are required.

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY , all pay checks which are over thirty (30) days old will be returned to the originators and YOU can then write to the originator to recover YOUR SELF CREATED LOSS. RAO is not a banking facility. Along these lines, you are also advised that, you have been repeatedly told through various methods that YOUR RETIREMENT checks must be deposited by DIRECT DEPOSIT METHOD in a BANKING FACILITY of YOUR CHOICE. You are about to find out that Uncle Sugar Daddy, is getting tired of constantly reminding you of this and you can expect this service to cease shortly. My last newsletter of “Shift Colors”, indicated this service would cease effective 01 October 2001. So, make the move to Direct Deposit soon.

ID APPLICATIONS – I do not intend to hold ID applications for you forever!! When you have signed the application and given me the necessary fee, I forward the package to the Attorney. I also tell you when the package can be picked up at RAO by you, for you to mail. I have several on hand which are ready for pick up and mailing, SOME ARE OVER TWO MONTHS OLD ALREADY!! The notary is only good for ninety (90) days from the date the Attorney signs it. Also, once the ID is received by YOU via registered mail, the individual MUST return same for the official signature and lamination. IF YOU FAIL TO DO YOUR PART, YOU not RAO, will be the one whose to blame.  

If YOU want us to help you, then you must do your part by cleaning up your act. This service is only as good as YOU allow it to be. Our desire is to help you to do the necessary paper work to assist you and make life a bit easier for you, our members. But this service is only as good as YOU allow it to be. Everyone here at RAO are customer oriented but you must do your part if this service is to continue.  

CELLULAR PHONE THEFT Adding insult to injury if your cellular phone is stolen it’s the knowledge that somebody else may be using it. This can be prevented. All you need to do is notify your service provider of your handset's unique serial number, and they will block your handset so that even if the thief changes the SIM card, your phone will be totally useless. To check your phone's serial number, key in the digits *#06# - a five digit code will appear on the screen. Write it down and keep it handy in case of loss. You probably won't get your phone back, but at least you will know that the thief or his buyer can't use it. If everybody did this, there would be no point in stealing mobile phones.

RÉSUMÉ PREPARATION ASSISTANCE  A new web site provides information on a specific individual’s military career in résumé format.  Data between 1975 and 1993 may be somewhat sketchy, but data after 1993 is excellent.   The site is entered with SSN, DOB and last name. http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/vmet/owa/vmet_web_display.login
TRICARE SENIOR PHARMACY BENEFIT Effective April 1, Medicare-eligible military retirees, their spouses and survivors, may take advantage of the new Tricare Senior Pharmacy Program (TSRx), subject to certain prerequisites. First, if enrolled in Medicare Part B before April 1, they must continue Part B for TSRx eligibility. Second, if they become eligible for Medicare after April 1, they must participate in Part B to use TSRx. Those who are Medicare-eligible before April 1 and who are not enrolled in Part B do not have to take Part B. (If they don’t, however, they will be shut out of the Tricare for Life program, which commences October 1, 2001.  See item 1 above.) TSRx beneficiaries overseas will pay use local pharmacies and pay the same as for TRICARE Standard.

FLAG-PROTECTION AMENDMENT INTRODUCED Identical bills have been introduced in the House and the Senate that would create a constitutional amendment prohibiting the physical desecration of the flag of the United States. During the last Congress a flag-protection amendment passed overwhelmingly in the House by a vote of 305-124. In the Senate, however, the amendment fell four votes short (63-37) of the two-thirds majority required for passage of a constitutional amendment. American Legion commander Ray G. Smith said. "Here we have an amendment supported by 49 state legislatures and 80 percent of the American people. I urge Congress to heed its own advice and pass this amendment now," he said.

U.S. NAVY RECRUITERS The Navy recruiters will be in Barrio Barretto during the week of 9 April at the new RAO, #34 National Hiway. They are authorized to test only American citizens with proof of age and citizenship. Bring the following with you: birth certificate (original with raised seal), passport, Social Security card, and USA high school diploma or GED equivalent, or college transcripts from a local college.

CATASTROPHIC CAP IMPLEMENTATION COMING  The FY 2001 National Defense Authorization Act (P.L. 106-398, October 30, 2000) included a provision that reduces the annual limit on out-of-pocket expenses for retired beneficiaries using TRICARE Standard from $7,500 to $3,000 per year per family. This new provision, by law, was effective October 30, 2000. However, our sources indicate there is a good possibility it will be made retroactive to October 1, 2000 so the same standard applies for the entire fiscal year. 

 

But DoD must prepare implementing guidelines and amend current TRICARE contracts before TRICARE contractors can adopt the new limits and program these limits into their claims-processing computers. This probably won’t happen before mid-summer. In the meantime, we suggest that any retired TRICARE Standard beneficiaries who experience out-of-pocket expenses above $3,000 keep copies of any TRICARE Explanation of Benefits (EOB) forms indicating that more than $3,000 has been credited toward their catastrophic cap since October 1, 2000. (The EOB is the form that shows the provider billed amount, the TRICARE allowed amount, etc. Catastrophic cap credits are shown on the middle right side of the form.) 

 

We understand that DoD’s intent is to automatically refund any allowable costs paid over $3,000, but automatic refunds may not be possible if a beneficiary had claims processed through two different TRICARE contractors. For example, National Mail Order Pharmacy claims and doctor bills are processed by different contractors.

 

It’s important to reiterate that, until DoD works out the refund rules, beneficiaries who receive any EOBs that show catastrophic cap credits of more than $3,000 since October 1 should hang on to copies of those EOBs. (Source: TROA Legislative Update 02-23-01.)

NEW SUPPLEMENTAL HEALTH INSURANCE FOR RETIRED FEDERAL AND POSTAL ANNUITANTS THAT ARE CHAMPUS ELIGIBLE (Military Retired) FEHB introduces a new group policy that will give you 100% coverage when combined with your government entitlement (TRICARE) for only $62 a month. Highlights of the plan include NO preexisting conditions, no deductible, no cost share, no co-pays, 100% doctor’s office visits, 100% hospitalization and 100% pharmacy. For more information on how you and your family can take advantage of this 100% supplemental medical coverage, go to the FEDWeek homepage: http://www.fedweek.com and click on the Group Champus Supplement button on the right hand side. (Source: FEDWeek Issue, March 7, 2001)

SPECIAL VISAS FOR FOREIGN RETIREE APPROVED  The Bureau of Immigration has approved in principle the issuance of special visas for foreign retirees who want to stay in the country for at least one

year. Board of Investments (BOI) governor Antonio Leviste said the approval came after an agreement was reached during a conference among officials of the BI, BOI, Department of Tourism and representatives from the private sector in the tourism industry.

The implementing rules and regulations of the special visa are now being worked out by an inter-agency committee composed of BI, BOI and DOT. Leviste said the government could attract retirees in the United States receiving a monthly pension of $1,000 a month but cannot enjoy comfortable living due to the high costs of living in their country.

According to the American Association of Retired Persons, about 54 million are retirees in the US.

COMMENT: I have checked on this visa. Currently this visa is under review until it is decided who will issue the visa, BI, BOI or DOT. We will keep you posted and let you know the details when they have been worked out. What we do know is the visa has been approved and it appears this visa will be renewable. Now! Does this replace the ACR? I doubt it. But who knows. Just wait and see. 

