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RAO HOLIDAYS  

Monday, February 19

President’s Day

Thursday, April 19

Maundy Thursday (PI)

Friday, April 20

Good Friday

Monday, April 30??

(Probable Travel Day) (PI)

Tuesday, May 1

Labor Day (PI)

Monday, May 28

Memorial Day

Wednesday, July 4

Independence Day

RAO MOVES TO NEW LOCATION  The office on Fendler Street Ext. in Olongapo closed on Friday, January 25.  Our new location is 34 National Hiway, Barrio Barretto.  Our FPO and Olongapo City (P.O. Box 075) mailing addresses are unchanged.  The RAO reopens Monday, February 5.  We are still sorting out the telephone lines.
REVISED MAIL PROCEDURES  When the RAO opens at the new location, all business conducted at our post office requires that you must MUST MUST present your military ID card or an RAO ID card – NO EXCEPTIONS.   RAO ID cards can be obtained from the Director.  You will need to provide a 1x1 passport style photo.  

The outgoing mailbox at VFW Post 11447 will no longer be used, and mail will no longer be delivered to Uncle Bob’s, Dixie, Little Wheel or Islanders.  You must pick up your own mail at the RAO, or have on file an authorization for someone else to pick it up (forms available at our post office.)  We are making arrangements to have mail delivered to OG’s Point Bar for pickup, probably in the late afternoon of Tuesdays and Fridays.  If you want your mail delivered there, notify our postmaster.  We will also place an outgoing mail box there where outgoing mail FPO will be picked up.   FPO mail must have the correct postage or you must have a dollar account at the RAO post office.

TWO MORE MONTHS TO APPLY FOR MEDICARE PART B  Military retirees over age 65 who desire to be eligible for TRICARE for Life coverage beginning October 1 must be enrolled in Medicare Part B.  Those who opted not to enroll when they reached 65 can sign up in the general enrollment period ending 31 March (effective 1 July).  Enrollment forms are available at the RAO.  It’s a very simple form which requires no other documentation.  You can also apply for “equitable relief” from the monthly penalty since Social Security advised all those living overseas not to enroll in Medicare Part B because Medicare is not available overseas. Those who are members of or who join the Health Visions Corp. medical plan can obtain both forms from their representative.  It is not yet known whether these requests for equitable relief will be granted.  If not, you will pay the normal Medicare Part B premium of $50/month, plus 10% of that amount each month for every 12 month period during which you were eligible but did not enroll.  For example, if you did not enroll for five years, your monthly premium would be $75.

RAO LOCATOR CARDS  Please insure your card maintained by our post office is up to date.  When you move or change your phone number, please update your cards.  Occasionally this information is needed to locate you to respond to queries from the Embassy involving important matters.

U.S. ARMY RECRUITERS The Army recruiters will be in Barrio Barretto 1300 - 1500 Monday and Tuesday, February 5 and 6, and 1300 - 1500 Wednesday, February 7 at the new RAO, #34 National Hiway. As usual they are authorized to test only American citizens with proof of age and citizenship. Bring the following with you: birth certificate (original with raised seal), passport, Social Security card, and USA high school diploma or GED equivalent, or college transcripts from a local college.

INDIVIDUAL TAX ID NUMBER APPLICATIONS  The IRS Office in the US Embassy Singapore includes the Philippines under its jurisdiction.  You can fax your ITIN requests there at 00-65-476-9030.  To date they have not required the notarization discussed below.

The IRS office in Philadelphia requires that supporting documents for Form W-7 be notarized by the Embassy at the cost of $50/document.  CAPT Jack McDonald will be recalled to active duty for the period of 9-17 April while attending the Retiree Council meeting in Washington, DC.  During that time he can certify documents at no cost.  Anyone who wishes to submit an ITIN application (or any other document requiring Embassy notary) can give him the package prior to his departure at the end of March.  He will carry it with him, certify the documents while on active duty, and put the package in the mail for you.

TRICARE STANDARD CATASTROPHIC CAP  The maximum out-of-pocket reduction from $7,500 to $3,000 will not be effective until October 1, 2001.  The reduction will take place at that time, or when the contractors are told to implement it, whichever is later.  Individuals will continue to have deductibles and copayments withheld up to $7,500 until the change is implemented at the contractor. Once implemented, it will be made retroactive to 10/1/01.  For those who surpass $3,000 before 10/1/02, the individual is responsible for notifying the contractor and requesting the excess copayments be refunded.  Your updated total cost share for the fiscal year is listed at the bottom of each TRICARE Explanation of Benefit (EOB) form.

SURVEY - VA TREATMENT OF NON SERVICE CONNECTED DISABILITIES  This will not start right away.  The VA Outpatient Clinic Manila is trying to work out the funding for this treatment.  It appears that it will be limited to non service connected disabilities of veterans with a service connected disability (regardless of percentage assigned).  ANOTHER GOOD REASON TO SUBMIT YOUR PACKAGE TO VA!!

A survey will be issued to each veteran on their books to find out what treatments are needed.  If you have not received a copy of the survey, please pick one up at the RAO and submit it, even if you have never filed with VA.

SPECIAL PAY FOR SOME DISABILITY RETIREMENTS  Retirees not given a military disability retirement, with VA disability ratings of 70% or greater which were incurred within four years of retirement, were provided this special compensation last year (100% - $300, 90% - $200, 80% and 70% - $100).

Currently, to qualify for the special compensation, a retiree must have (a) served at least 20 years of full-time active duty (or accumulated the equivalent 7,200 Reserve retirement points), (b) have been awarded a non-disability retirement from his or her parent service, and (c) been awarded a 70% or higher disability rating by the VA within four years of retiring.

Effective October 1, 2001, the award is extended to disability retirees.  They must (a) still meet the 20 full years/7,200 points rule and (b) must have been awarded a disability rating of 70% or higher by either the parent service or the VA within 4 years of retiring. 

IRS EMBARKS ON ENTIRELY PAPERLESS FILING FOR 2001  For the first time ever, taxpayers will be able to file their tax returns entirely electronically this year.  While select taxpayers could file electronically in the last two years, they were still required to mail in a form with their signature on it.  This hardcopy signature requirement has now been eliminated. Instead, taxpayers will be able to choose a five-digit personal identification number (PIN).  For security purposes, taxpayers filing their returns electronically will have to utilize an authorized accountant or software that has been approved for transmission.  The change to using PIN numbers instead of handwritten signatures is expected to encourage significant numbers of taxpayers to switch to electronic filing.

CONCURRENT RECEIPT  Interested in getting your VA disability pay in addition to your normal retired pay??  Now is the time to write your Senators and Congressman and ask him or her to cosponsor and support S. 170 and H.R. 303, respectively.

NATIONAL STATISTICS OFFICES DOCUMENTS  This article was in the January newsletter.  It is repeated here in list format.

The NSO Olongapo office is located on 20th Street, on the 3rd floor of the Oprisa Security building.  (Loyola Life Plan sign over the entranceway.  There are no NSO signs until you get to the door of NSO.)  They handle documents from the Olongapo area. 

IF YOU HAVE A NEW CITY DOCUMENT, such as for a recent birth or marriage, it may take several months for that city document to reach NSO Manila.  If you want it faster:

· Take your original carbon copy of the document to the Olongapo NSO office.  They will register it and fill in the data on the right side.

· Take your original after they register it and make a copy for them.  Make a copy(ies) for yourself as you will not get it back.

· Give the copy to NSO Olongapo.  They will then put your original document in an envelope with the original cover letter and give it to you.  They will also give you a carbon copy of the cover letter.

· Go to LBC or JRS and send the document and cover letter in the envelope provided to NSO Manila.  

· Make a copy of the carbon copy of the cover letter and of the receipt and deliver to NSO.  You keep the carbon copy and the original LBC/JRC receipt.

· If you want to make the trip to Manila, pick up the NSO version of your document at NSO Manila two days after LBC/JRS  promises delivery.

BUT… YOU DO NOT HAVE TO GO TO NSO MANILA to obtain the NSO version of a document.  

· After your document arrives in Manila (whether you send it or the city does), call NSO Helpline Plus at 02-737-1111.  (There’s a recording in Tagalog ending in “Please hold.”  Just wait until it’s over.  It will be repeated periodically if you are still on hold.)  
· Tell them what you want; for example, a marriage and/or birth certificate(s), and give them the details (city register number, names and dates), including subsequent changes that were required, if any, and number of copies of each document desired.  [It’s best to have a copy of the document(s) in front of you when you call.]  

· NSO Helpline Plus will take all the information, give you a Reference Number, and tell you how to fill out the Metro Bank payment slip. 

· Go to any Metro Bank and fill out the green “Payment Slip for Companies with Collection Arrangements” as instructed by the NSO Helpline Plus operator.

· Pay P190 for each copy you order (P175 in the Manila area). 

· The document(s) will arrive at your address via LBC courier about 9 days after you make payment.  

· Whoever’s name is given to the NSO Helpline Plus operator must be home to receive the document.  LBC will give it to no one else.  If you are not home, you will have to pick up the document at the downtown LBC office.

· After you order, you can check status at 02-737-1112.  

If the document is not available at NSO Manila, you be notified in writing via LBC courier (sorry, no refunds).

CORMV SEEKS LITIGANTS  The Coalition of Retired Military Veterans (CORMV) is working to meet a goal of 10,000 litigants in its lawsuit to regain health care benefits they claim the U.S. government took from military retirees. More than 1,000 litigants have already joined the suit, which seeks $10,000 for each claimant. Military members who retired after 20 or more years of service or were medically retired, retired members of the reserve or National Guard components, their spouses and/or survivors are invited to join the suit by March 2001. Each litigant must pay $17.20 to join the legal action. For more information, contact CORMV, P.O. Box 1782, 118 Broad Street, Sumter, SC 29151-1782 or call 803-775- 2775. 

FILING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS NOW EASIER  In the past each individual at age 62 (or later) was required to go to the Social Security Administration (SSA) office at the Embassy in Manila to file for Social Security benefits.  Starting last month, filing can be done during Outreach visits.  You MUST have all the required paperwork.  All documents must be original.  (Bring a copy of each original document.  They will verify the copy, and you can keep the originals.)

· Social Security Card (or know your number)

· Final DD214 (can be obtained from NPRC St. Louis) - If your final DD214 does not show all of your military service, or if you entered the service before Social Security (about 1957), you must have ALL of your DD214s

· Proof of Age - Birth Certificate (can be obtained from State of birth), Baptismal Certificate, or Certificate of Birth Abroad

· Proof of Citizenship - Passport or Certificate of Birth Abroad

· Visa or residence certificate

· Marriage contract and divorce papers

· A recent status document from the SSA showing work history, expected earnings, etc.

· 1 passport size photo

· 1 voided check, or the bank routing number and a bank book/statement showing the bank name and your account number (payments must be made by direct deposit)

SPOUSE/CHILDREN:

· Social Security Card or number

· Proof of Age

· Proof of Citizenship

· Proof of 5 years of residence (physical presence) in the USA (does not need to be continuous) – spouse only

If you are unable to present yourself to apply due to health or other reasons, you should fill out an “Intent to File” document, which can be obtained from the RAO.

PICKPOCKETS – A LESSON LEARNED  Several of our members and visitors have been the victim of a pickpocket gang which has been operating on jeepneys since the first of the year.  In one case the intended victim caught them in the act.  The four men, estimated to be in their 40s, boarded a blue jeepney in front of Uncle Bob’s bound for Olongapo.  They boarded separately so as to give the impression that they were not together.  Two sat on each side of the intended victim.  Both of those closest to him turned away from him to talk to the guy on the other side.  One man closest on one side was using a cellphone with his near-side hand.  However, each of the two closest guys, partly turned away, had their off-side hand behind their back in the victim’s pockets.  The victim realized something was awry, put is hand on his pocket and found it wasn’t the only hand there!  Not wanting to get off at the normal debarkation point, the victim got off in front of TLC Medical Center.  The men did not get off – if they had, he would have entered TLC where they undoubtedly would not have followed.

Two other known ploys: the pickpocket sits beside you with an oversize travel back which partly sits on your lap, covering his hand in your pocket.  Or an accomplice drops something in front of you.  When you lean over to assist, in your pocket goes the hand, or the razor slits the pocket.

