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RAO HOLIDAYS  

Monday, October 8

Columbus Day (Observed)

Thursday, November 1
All Saints Day (PI)

Friday, November 2

All Souls Day (PI)

Monday, November 12
Veterans Day (Observed)

Thursday, November
22
Thanksgiving

RAO OFFICE SECURITY PROCEDURES  The office has hired a barangay guard.  You must show him your RAO ID card in order to enter the building.

RAO OCTOBER MEETING RESCHEDULED  The next meeting will be delayed to Friday, November 9 to facilitate Retiree Appreciation Day.

VISITING OR MOVING TO THE PHILIPPINES?  If you are enrolled in TRICARE Prime, which is not available in the Philippines, you should disenroll just prior to departure.  You need to obtain the form letter from the regional contractor for your area, fill it out and mail it to them.  (Suggest return receipt requested.)  If you do not do this, it is a lengthy process to get disenrolled from here.  You must be disenrolled from Prime in order to obtain healthcare under TRICARE Standard, which is the only TRICARE available in the Philippines.  Of note, the same problem will occur if you travel here on a temporary basis.  You should work that out in advance with your regional contractor.  

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR SOUTH CAROLINA  Service members and their families who are registered voters in South Carolina's 2nd District and live outside the state may vote in special elections to fill the congressional seat vacated by Rep. Floyd Spence, who died August 16. The special primary election is scheduled for October 30, with a primary runoff on November 14 if necessary. The special general election will be held on December 18. They may request ballots by sending a Federal Post Card Application, 

SF-76, to their county's Board of Voter Registration by September 29 for the primary election and November 17 for the general election. For more information go to http://www.fvap.ncr.gov and click on "Communicating with Your Elected Officials," and then "Who Is My Representative?"

VA DEBT BILLING POLICY  The Department of Veterans Affairs initiated a billing policy May 1, 1998 for those veterans with outstanding bills payable to the VA. When veterans receive overpayments of their VA benefits or they are responsible for co-payments for medical care and they do not make the required payments, VA is legally obligated to turn the debts over to the Treasury Department, which then withholds the money from other federal payments. This applies when they owe more than $25 and the debts become more than 180 days overdue. Among the sources from which money can be withheld are VA payments such as disability compensation and pension, income tax refunds, federal retired pay and social security. On Social Security veterans will always receive the first $750 of each month's Social Security payment. Only 15 percent of the amount greater than $750 can be withheld. Veterans will be notified several times before any withholdings are made and can avoid the withholding by voluntarily settling their debts. 

Between 1 JAN and 22 June 2001 the VA referred more than 314,000 health care debts and more than 71,000 benefit debts (education, home loans, etc.) to the Treasury of a combined amount of approximately $184 million.  The Treasury Department sent letters to about 380,000 veterans on these debts and provided them with a point of contact that would answer questions about their debt. This in effect was their second notice as the VA had already mailed letters to all concerned.  Those vets who have not responded can expect their 2000 special tax rebate to be lowered accordingly. 
CHECK YOUR DFAS STATEMENT  On the back see what it says in the “Beneficiary Information” section.  As soon as DFAS is advised of a retiree’s death, his or her pay is stopped.  Since we are paid in arrears; that is, paid on the first of the month for the previous month, the money from the first of the month until the time you die will go to your beneficiary.  Designation of a beneficiary is important for two reasons: first, to make certain the money goes to the person you desire to get it.  Second, DFAS cannot process other payments until the arrears are resolved and cleared.  For example, this could delay the start of SBP payments.  If you don’t have a beneficiary designated, that section of your DFAS statement gives you details on what to do.

HEALTH VISIONS CORPORATION CLINIC PROCEDURES  With the advent of TRICARE for Life, HVC now requires that you present your Health Visions card at the clinic when you go for treatment or prescriptions.  It is too difficult for the clinic staff to interpret the various TRICARE eligibility rules, so this eliminates the requirement for them to make a determination in each case.  Those over 65 will have different cards depending on their individual eligibility.  Please remember – no card, no treatment.  If you have questions or need a card, please call Analyn at (047) 224-1576.

FEDERAL RETIREES MAY RE-ENTER WORKFORCE WITHOUT PENSION REDUCTION PENALTY.  As part of the response to the recent terrorist attacks, agencies may bring back federal retirees, with no reduction in their pensions, to fill jobs temporarily.  Retirees wishing to return to government service may call 1-888-353-9447 or send e-mail to Patriot@opm.gov.  This does not apply to military retirees, unless you are also a retiree from a civilian federal agency. 

CONVERSION BETWEEN FEDERAL EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS AND TRICARE FOR LIFE  The Office of Personnel Management has issued an interim rule to allow TRICARE-eligible FEHB Program annuitants and former spouses to suspend their FEHB enrollments, and then return to the FEHB Program during the Open Season, or return to FEHB coverage immediately if they involuntarily lose TRICARE coverage. The intent of this rule is to allow TRICARE-eligible beneficiaries to avoid the expense of continuing to pay FEHB Program premiums while they are using TRICARE coverage, without endangering their ability to return to the FEHB Program in the future.

Effective October 1, 2001, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2001 reinstated TRICARE coverage for Medicare-eligible uniformed services retirees, their survivors and eligible dependents. TRICARE coverage will be advantageous to many Medicare-eligible military system beneficiaries who now are covered under the FEHB Program as Federal civilian retirees, family members, or former spouses.

Under previous FEHB regulations, an annuitant or former spouse who canceled his 

or her FEHB coverage to use TRICARE coverage would not be allowed to return to 

FEHB coverage. Therefore, OPM has issued these interim regulations, with a request for comments, to allow these FEHB participants to suspend, rather than cancel, their FEHB coverage when they begin TRICARE coverage. Under this rule, they are allowed to return to FEHB coverage immediately if they involuntarily lose TRICARE coverage or, if not, during the next annual FEHB Open Season. 

OPM also amended the regulations to clarify a similar situation involving FEHB-covered annuitants and former spouses. The regulations allow an individual who drops FEHB coverage when he or she enrolls in a Medicare-sponsored plan, or in Medicaid or a similar State-sponsored program of medical assistance for the needy, to return to FEHB coverage during the annual Open Season or immediately upon being involuntarily disenrolled from the non-FEHB coverage. 

DISALLOWED VA CLAIMS  If your claim was disallowed because it was “not a 

well –founded claim,” it is being reviewed automatically by VA due to a recent amendment of the law.

PROMOTION BACK PAY FOR NAVY AND MARINE CORPS POWs DURING WORLD WAR II  The 2001 Defense Authorization bill authorized these personnel to receive their back pay for promotion previously denied them while interred during World War II.  As a result, both survivors and spouses of those deceased will be paid the back promotion pay.  The policy and procedures regarding the application format are in the final stages of approval by the Secretary of the Navy.  Although DoD has 18 months to make payment after the claim has been submitted, it is expected that most claims will be paid ahead of schedule.  Prompt submission of the application is critical to ensure timely payment this fiscal year.  Contact the RAO if this applies to you.

A GIFT WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR COUNTRY  Savings Bonds make an ideal gift and help support our country in this time of need.  You can buy savings bonds 24 hours a day on the Internet directly from the U.S. Treasury.  Series EE Bonds are issued at 50% face value and I bonds at face value.

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER –  EXTENSIVE DELAYS CONTINUE  If you ever submitted a request the NPRC in St. Louis, then you know about lengthy delays.  NPRC took an average of 54 days to respond to written requests for records in early 2001.  Only 6%  of written requests were answered within 10 working days.  To improve response time, NPRC is having staff work overtime in an attempt to control the backlog; however, even with the overtime, the backlog grew by about 69,000 cases to a total of 214,000 cases in the first six months of FY01.  This backlog represents a 3-month wait from the time NPRC receives the request to the time that a technician begins to process it.  Currently , NPRC does not have a plan that shows what it needs to meet its long-term timeliness goal.  Unfortunately, that will mean continued delays and backlogs.

BOOKLET – FEDERAL BENEFITS FOR VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS  This 112 page booklet has information on healthcare enrollment, burial benefits, benefits for survivors and more.  You may download the document for free at http://bookstore.gpo.gov

DUAL RECOGNITION  A child with a U.S. passport and one Filipino parent can obtain a letter from the Bureau of Immigration recognizing the child as a Filipino citizen.  The application requirements are listed below.

1. Letter request (notarized)

2. Birth certificate of child (NSO)

3. Birth certificate of petitioner (Filipino parent) (NSO)

4. Marriage contract of parents (NSO)

5. Child's passport

6. Parents passports (Picture and data page only)

7. Affidavit of citizenship executed by parents (2) (notarized)

8. Proof of Filipino citizenship of petitioner at time of the birth of the child.

For Item 8 BI will accept the parent’s affidavit and PI passport.

For each item, you need the original and 5 copies.  They will inspect and return the passports and keep the copies.  In all other cases they will keep the originals and the copies.  For the notarized items, the notarized original and copies of that are acceptable.

Notary statements must include how the person identified himself/herself.  For example, a U.S. passport and the Filipino Parent’s Community Tax Certificate.

Cost of application: P1,510.

HI-TECH – DVD’S  For those of you preparing to purchase a DVD player, you need to be aware that the players and the discs are coded for regions of the world to reduce copyright fraud.  Region 1 is the U.S., Canada and U.S. Territories; Region 2 is Japan, Europe, South Africa, Middle East and Egypt; Region 3 is Southeast Asia, and East Asia and Hong Kong; Region 4 is Australia, New Zealand, Pacific Islands, South America Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean, etc.  (For a complete list see www.dvdadept.com/DVD_Regions.asp).  Each disk and player is coded for one or more areas, usually where it is purchased, or for all regions.  For example, a disk coded for Region 1 will not play on a player set for Region 3.  A DVD player is a significant investment (P14,000 and up), so be sure you know what you are getting into.

VA PAYEES  September 1 this year the VA regional office, Manila mailed out 3900 letters to VA payees to have them participate in a verification process. It said the interviews would be conducted at the Pan Pacific Hotel. With the recent turn of events in the U.S. this has been set aside for now. Instead 500 letters have been mailed out to VA payees who are instructed to go the VA regional office and personally verify with VA. Incidentally, the VA pay for these 500 people has been suspended until such time they go to VARO and verify. If your VA pension has been suspended. Go to Manila. By the way. A few months ago all of us VA payees were sent letters to sign and finger print ourselves. Many chose to ignore the letter and you can see what it got you. When in doubt come and see us in the RAO, if we don’t have the answer we can get it.

RAO DATABASE  The RAO maintains a database with pertinent information regarding each member of the RAO. This information for the most part is emergency data information to be used when a member dies. We have a long way to go to finish updating all RAO records. If you have not updated your record please see the RAO Chaplain Joe Hinson to verify and bring up-to-date your record.

RAO CLOSURE  The RAO will be closed on 9 November 2001 to facilitate our staff attending the Retiree Appreciation Day.
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