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U.S. CITIZEN REGISTRATION FORM

	Arrival Date: _____________________________

(In the Philippines)
	Departure Date: ___________________________


	PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name: _________________________, _________________________, _________________________

               LAST NAME                                       FIRST NAME                                      MIDDLE NAME

 

	Date of Birth: _____________________________
	Place of Birth: _____________________________

	Philippine Address: ___________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

	Local Tel: __________________
	Cellphone: _________________
	Email: _____________________

	U.S. Address: _________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

	PASSPORT INFORMATION

	Passport #: ___________
	Date of Issue: ________
	Expiration Date: _______   Place of Issuance: ______________________

	EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

	Contact Person: __________________________________________
	Relationship: _______________

	Contact Address: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

	Tel. No.: ___________________
	Cell. No.: __________________
	Email: _____________________

	PURPOSE OF TRAVEL

	_____ Vacation

_____ Business
	_____ Studies

_____ Others: _____________________________

	SPECIAL NEEDS

	_____ Breathing Difficulties

_____ Disabled or partly disabled

_____ Elderly

_____ Mobility Impaired
	_____ Unattended Minor/Youth

_____ Others: _____________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________


Department of State

Foreign Service of the United States of America
Under the Privacy Act of 1974, I hereby authorize that the above information be given to an emergency warden so that I may be contacted in the event of a disaster or general crisis abroad.  I also authorize that in the event of such crisis the Department of State may contact all individuals listed here, in the event of medical emergency or death.

SIGNATURE: _______________________________

IMPORTANT!!! We encourage all U.S. citizens in the Philippines to register with the Embassy.  Registration is not mandated by law, but is strongly recommended to assist the Embassy in contacting you and/or your relatives in case of emergency.  Please return this form to the American Citizen Services (ACS) of the U.S. Embassy, or thru fax at (02) 522-3242.  You may also register online via https://travelregistration.state.gov.  All information will be considered private and will not be disseminated.

WARDEN NOTICE   






 October 27, 2005

Avian Flu Fact Sheet 
This Fact Sheet alerts Americans to the most recent occurrences of Influenza A H5N1 (avian influenza strain).  A number of countries are reporting cases of avian influenza, commonly referred to as “bird flu” in their domestic and wild bird populations.  The H5N1 strain of influenza causes severe disease in domesticated fowl.  In addition, there are confirmed cases of bird-to-human transmissions of avian influenza in the South East Asia region, many of which have resulted in death. Please visit the WHO website, <http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/country/en/> for the most up to date information on the countries affected and the number of deaths. 

The vast majority of the known human cases have resulted from direct contact with poultry, and there is only limited evidence to suggest possible human-to-human transmission.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the Department are concerned about the potential for human-to-human transmission of this highly dangerous flu strain, and are working closely with other partners in an effort to monitor the outbreak. 

Concerns about the possibility of an avian influenza pandemic have prompted international and national efforts to institute pandemic preparedness measures.  In keeping with the CDC and the WHO guidance, the Department of State is working with its embassies and consulates worldwide to prepare in the event of a pandemic.  American citizens traveling to or living in countries where avian influenza is prevalent should consider the potential risks and keep informed of the latest medical guidance and information in order to make appropriate plans. 

The Department, the CDC and the WHO have not issued any travel alerts or warnings for avian flu-infected areas.  However, the CDC advises travelers to countries in Asia with documented H5N1 outbreaks to avoid poultry farms, contact with animals in live food markets, and any surfaces that appear to be contaminated with feces or fluids from poultry or other animals.  In addition, the Department has asked its embassies and consulates to consider preparedness measures that take into consideration the fact that travel into or out of a country may not be possible, safe or medically advisable.  Specific CDC travel information relating to avian influenza, including preventive measures is available at <http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/index.htm>.  WHO guidance related to avian influenza is available at <http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/en/>. 

A specific vaccine for humans that is effective against avian influenza has not yet been developed.  Based upon limited data, the CDC has suggested that the anti-viral medication Oseltamavir (brand name-Tamiflu) may be effective in preventing or treating avian influenza.  Using this input, the Department of State has decided to pre-position the drug Tamiflu at its Embassies and Consulates worldwide, for eligible U.S. Government employees and their families serving abroad.  Tamiflu may not be readily available overseas and the State Department encourages American citizens traveling or living abroad that are interested in obtaining this medication to consult with their physician.  There is no provision for the U.S. government to provide American citizens traveling or living abroad with medications, including in the event of a pandemic. 

Americans who are planning travel to a country that has reported the virus or who are concerned about the Avian flu are advised to monitor the CDC and the WHO web sites for the latest information. Additional country information can be obtained from the Department of State's Consular Information Sheets at <http://travel.state.gov/> and from the Department of State's toll-free number, 1-888-407-4747, or if calling from overseas, 202-501-4444. Or through the U.S. Embassy located at: 1201 Roxas Boulevard, Manila, Philippines, tel. 632 528-6300. 



March 23, 2005

Travel Warning

Philippines

U.S. Department of State

This Travel Warning is being issued to recommend that Americans consider carefully the risks of travel to the Philippines.  Terrorists groups, including Jemaah Islamiyah and the Abu Sayyaf Group, and radical elements of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front are planning multiple attacks throughout the Philippines. This information has been also released by Philippine government officials and is in the Philippine media.

The Department urges Americans who choose to travel to the Philippines to observe vigilant personal security precautions; to remain aware of the continued potential for terrorist attacks against Americans, U.S. or other Western interests in the Philippines, and to register with U.S. Embassy.  The Department warns against all but essential travel throughout the country in light of a heightened threat to Westerners.  There has recently been an increase in bombings by the terrorist groups in Manila, the region of Mindanao, and other areas where terrorist groups are active.  Bombs have exploded in shopping malls, on public transportation, at airports and port facilities, in places of worship, and in other public areas resulting in numerous casualties including several deaths. Bombs have also been found at places of worship. Travelers should be aware that since security has increased at official U.S. facilities, terrorists could seek softer targets. Such targets could include but are not limited to places where Americans and other Westerners live, congregate, shop or visit, including hotels, clubs, restaurants, shopping centers, identifiably Western businesses, housing compounds, transportation systems, places of worship, schools, or public recreation events. 

Americans who remain in the Philippines are strongly encouraged to register with the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Manila through the State Department's travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov. The U.S. Embassy is located at: 1201 Roxas Boulevard, Manila, Philippines, tel. 632 528-6300. The Consular American Citizen Services (ACS) section's fax number is 632 522-3242 and the ACS web page is at http://usembassy.state.gov/posts/rp1/wwwhmain.html. 

Americans can obtain information on travel and security in the Philippines from the Department of State by calling 1-888-407-4747 within the United States; or 202 501-4444 from overseas.

US citizens should also consult the recent Public Announcement for the Philippines, the Department of State's Consular Information Sheet for the Philippines and the Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, located at http://travel.state.gov/ to obtain updated information on travel and security within the Philippines. 

U.S. Department of State

Bureau of Consular Affairs

Washington, DC  20520

For recorded travel information, call 202-647-5225

Internet Address:  http://travel.state.gov

Consular Information Sheet


Philippines

July 26, 2005

COUNTRY DESCRIPTION: The Philippines is a developing nation with a democratic system of government, located in Southeast Asia. The archipelago consists of more than 7,000 islands, of which 880 are inhabited. The major island groupings are Luzon in the north, the Visayas in the center, and Mindanao in the south. Tourist facilities are available within population centers and the main tourist areas. English is widely spoken in the Philippines, and most signs are in English. 

Read the Department of State Background Notes on The Philippines at http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2794.html for additional information. 

ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: U.S. citizens may enter the Philippines without a visa upon presentation of their U.S. passport valid for at least six months after the date of entry into the Philippines, and a return ticket to the United States or an onward ticket to another country. Upon your arrival, immigration authorities will annotate your passport with an entry visa valid for 21 days. If you plan to stay longer than 21 days, you must apply for an extension at the Philippine Bureau of Immigration and Deportation's main office at Magallanes Drive; Intramuros, Manila, Philippines, or at any of their provincial offices located nationwide (http://www.immigration.gov.ph). 

Persons who overstay their visas are subject to fines and detention by Philippine immigration authorities. American citizens are urged to remain aware of their visa status while in the Philippines and to follow immigration laws and regulations strictly. Travelers departing the country from international airports must pay a Passenger Service Charge in Philippine Pesos. For further information on entry/exit requirements, please contact the Embassy of the Philippines at: 1600 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 (telephone: (202) 467-9300), or one of the Philippine consulates in the United States (Chicago, Honolulu, Los Angeles, New York, and San Francisco) or via the Internet at http://www.philippineembassy-usa.org
Special requirements exist for the entry of unaccompanied minors.  In an effort to prevent international child abduction, the Philippine government requires that a waiver of exclusion must be obtained from a Philippine Embassy or Consulate or from the Bureau of Immigration and Detention in Manila for a child under 15 years of age who plans to enter the Philippines unaccompanied by either a parent or legal guardian prior to the child's entry into the Philippines. 

See our Foreign Entry Requirements brochure for more information on the Philippines and other countries. 

For entry and exit requirements pertaining to dual nationality and the prevention of international child abduction, read our information at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1469.html. 

SAFETY/SECURITY:  The terrorist threat to American citizens in the Philippines remains high and the Department warns against all but essential travel to the Philippines.  The U.S. Embassy continues to receive reports of ongoing activities and of multiple planned attacks throughout the Philippines by known terrorist groups.  Americans should carefully consider the risks of travel to the Philippines. Numerous security-related incidents highlight the risk of travel in certain areas due to kidnappings, bombings, and other violence and criminal activity. The Department urges American who choose to travel or reside in the Philippines to observe vigilant personal security precautions, to remain aware of the continued potential for terrorist attacks against Americans, U.S. or other Western interests in the Philippines, to register with the U.S. Embassy through the State Department's travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within the Philippines. 

The Philippine government has been engaged on and off in negotiations with Communist and Muslim rebel groups. Nonetheless, rebel activity and armed banditry in certain areas of the Philippines still pose security concerns. The Communist Party of the Philippines and its terrorist military arm, the New People's Army, operate throughout the country and have issued public threats against U.S. citizens and interests in the Philippines. Americans are urged to exercise caution when traveling throughout the country and are specifically warned to avoid hiking or camping in the vicinity of Mt. Pinatubo in Pampanga Province.  

In Mindanao and the Sulu archipelago, kidnappings, bombings, violence, and insurgent activity make travel hazardous in many areas. The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), which the U.S. Government has designated a Foreign Terrorist Organization, has kidnapped several Americans and other foreign tourists since April 2000. Some were freed after substantial ransoms were paid, some escaped or were rescued by military action, and some were killed. Other kidnapping gangs operate in the same general area and have abducted a number of foreigners for ransom. 

Americans are urged to defer non-emergency travel to central, southern, and western Mindanao, and the islands of Basilan, Tawi-Tawi, and Jolo, located in the Sulu archipelago in the southwest of the Philippines, due to military operations against kidnappings and other criminal activity. 

Operatives of the Jemaah Islamiyah (JI), which the U.S. Government has also designated a Foreign Terrorist Organization, are also present in the Philippines. JI is an extremist group linked to al-Qaeda and other regional terrorist groups and has cells operating throughout Southeast Asia. Extremist groups in the region have demonstrated a capability to carry out transnational attacks in locations where Westerners congregate. Terrorist groups do not distinguish between official and civilian targets. 

U.S. citizens and interests may be at increased risk of terrorist actions from foreign or domestic extremist groups in the Philippines. There are periodic reports of plans for possible terrorist acts aimed at U.S. Government facilities or personnel, public and private institutions, and transportation carriers. The U.S. Embassy takes all such threats seriously. The State Department reminds all Americans traveling or living abroad of the need to remain vigilant with regard to personal security issues and to always follow basic and important security countermeasures: do not establish a pattern or routine in movement and travel; vary the times and routes taken to the extent possible; maintain a low profile; and immediately report any unusual activity, to include possible surveillance, to the Philippine Police and the Regional Security Office at the U.S. Embassy. 

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department's Internet web site at http://travel.state.gov, where the current Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, Travel Warnings and Public Announcements can be found. 

Travelers are also encouraged to contact the U.S. Embassy in Manila at tel. (63) (2) 528-6300 for an update of the current security situation, especially if planning to travel outside the Metro Manila area. 

Up-to-date information on security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S., or, for callers outside the United States and Canada, a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444. These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). 

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own personal security while traveling overseas. For general information about appropriate measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the Department of State's pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html. 

CRIME INFORMATION: As in many of the major metropolitan areas in the United States, crime is a serious concern in Metro Manila. As a rule of thumb, Americans are advised to exercise good judgment and remain aware of their surroundings. Reports of confidence games, pick-pocketing and credit card fraud are common. Be wary of unknown individuals who attempt to befriend you, especially just after you have arrived in country. A number of recent robberies and assaults involving the “date rape drug” (known locally as Ativan) have occurred; the drug is generally administered to unwitting male and female visitors via food or drink. It is best not to accept food, drink or rides in private vehicles from strangers, even if they appear legitimate. There have been several kidnappings and violent assaults of foreigners in the Metro Manila area, although Americans have not been specifically targeted in such crimes. There have also been reports of gunmen robbing foreign passengers in vehicles traveling to and from the international airport. 

Taxis are the recommended form of public transportation.  However, the following safeguards are important: do not enter a taxi if it has already accepted another passenger; and, request that the meter be used. If the driver is unwilling to comply with your requests, it is best to wait for another cab. It is also a good idea to make a mental note of the license plate number should there be a problem. When driving in the city, make certain that the doors are locked and the windows rolled up. All other forms of public transportation, such as the light rail system, buses, and “jeepneys” should be avoided for both safety and security reasons. 

Visitors should also be vigilant when using credit cards. One common form of credit card fraud involves the illicit use of an electronic device to retrieve and record information, including the PIN, from the card's magnetic strip. The information is then used to make unauthorized purchases. To limit your vulnerability to this scam, never let your card out of your sight.
A continuing problem is the commercial scam or sting that attempts to sell or to seek negotiation of, fraudulent U.S. securities. Visitors and residents should be wary when presented with supposed Federal Reserve Notes or U.S. securities for sale or negotiation. For further information, consult the Federal Reserve System's Web site at: http://www.federalreserve.gov/boarddocs/SRLETTERS/2003/sr0314.htm. 

INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME: The loss or theft of a U.S. passport in the Philippines should be reported immediately to the local police and to the U.S. Embassy in Manila. If you are the victim of a crime while in the Philippines, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the U.S. Embassy’s American Citizen Services Unit. The Embassy staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, contact family members or friends, and explain how funds could be transferred. Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed. 

See our information on Victims of Crime at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html. 

The Philippines has a victim compensation program to provide financial compensation to victims of violent or personal crime and of unjust imprisonment.  Information may be obtained from the Philippine Department of Justice at 011-632-521-6264 or via the Internet at http://www.doj.gov.ph/. 

See our information on Victims of Crime at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/emergencies/emergencies_1748.html. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION: Adequate medical care is available in major cities in the Philippines, but even the best hospitals may not meet the standards of medical care, sanitation, and facilities provided by hospitals in the United States. Medical care is limited in rural and more remote areas. Most hospitals will require a down payment of estimated fees in cash at the time of admission. 

Serious medical problems requiring hospitalization and/or medical evacuation to the United States can cost several or even tens of thousands of dollars. A list of doctors and medical facilities in the Philippines is available on the web page of the U.S. Embassy in Manila at http://philippines.usembassy.gov. 

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747); fax l-888-CDC-FAXX (1-888-232-3299), or via the CDC's Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel. For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad, please consult the World Heath Organization's website at http://www.who.int/en. Further health information for travelers is available at http://www.who.int/ith. 

MEDICAL INSURANCE: The Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and if it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1470.html. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS: While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning the Philippines is provided for general reference only, and may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance. 

Travel within the Philippine archipelago is possible by boat, plane, bus, or car. Few tourists rent a car to drive, as the road system is crowded and drivers are undisciplined. Driving off the national highways and paved roads is particularly dangerous, especially at night, and should be avoided. To avoid overcrowded or unsafe transport, exercise caution in planning travel by older, inter-island ferryboats, or other public conveyances. 

For specific information concerning Philippine driver's permits, vehicle inspection, road tax and mandatory insurance, please contact the Philippine Embassy in Washington, D.C. at tel. (202) 467-9300 or one of the Philippine consulates in the United State (Chicago, Honolulu, Los Angeles, New York, and San Francisco) or via the Internet at http://www.philippineembassy-usa.org. Please see also related information from the Philippine Department of Tourism at http://www.tourism.gov.ph and http://www.dotpcvc.gov.ph. 

Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information. 

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT: The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has assessed the Philippine Government as being in compliance with ICAO international aviation safety standards for oversight of the Philippines' air carrier operations. For more information, travelers may visit the FAA's Internet web site at http://www.faa.gov/safety/programs_initiatives/oversight/iasa. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:
Marriage in the Philippines: The Philippine Government requires foreigners who wish to marry in the Philippines to obtain from the U.S. Embassy a “Certificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage” before filing an application for a marriage license. Because there is no national register of marriages in the United States, the U.S. Embassy cannot provide such a certification.  As a result, the Philippine Government will accept an “Affidavit in Lieu of a Certificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage” in its place.  Americans may execute this affidavit at the U.S. Embassy in Manila Monday-Friday, between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m., except for Philippine or American holidays. The American must present his/her U.S. passport. There is a fee of $30.00 or its peso equivalent for the affidavit. Philippine authorities will not accept any substitute document issued in the United States. Before traveling to the Philippines to be married, U.S. military personnel should contact their personnel office regarding Department of Defense joint service regulations. 

Execution of the affidavit by a U.S. consular officer is a notarial act and the consular officer is authorized by U.S. law to refuse to perform the service if the document will be used for a purpose patently unlawful, improper, or inimical to the best interests of the United States (see 22 C.F.R. section 92.9b). Entering into a marriage contract for the principal purpose of facilitating immigration to the United States for an alien is an unlawful act, and the U.S. Code provides penalties for individuals who commit perjury in an affidavit taken by a consular officer. Relationship fraud is a persistent problem in the Philippines, and it is not uncommon for Filipinos to enter into marriages with Americans solely for immigration purposes. Relationships developed via correspondence, particularly those begun on the Internet, are particularly susceptible to manipulation. 

The Marriage Application Process: Once an American citizen has obtained from the U.S. Embassy an “Affidavit in Lieu of a Certificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage,” he/she may file an application for a marriage license at the office of the Philippine Civil Registrar in the town or city where one of the parties is a resident. The U.S. citizen applicant must present: (a) the affidavit; (b) divorce decree(s) or death certificate(s), if applicable (required to verify civil status and legal capacity to contract marriage); (c) his/her U.S. passport; and (d) documentation regarding parental consent or advice, if applicable. (Persons aged 18 to 21 must have written parental consent to marry in the Philippines; those aged 22 to 24 must have received parental advice. Philippine law prohibits marriage for persons under the age of 18.) A judge, a minister or other person authorized by the Philippine Government can perform the marriage. 

Marriage to a U.S. citizen confers neither citizenship nor an automatic eligibility for entry to the United States.  A foreign spouse requires an immigrant visa to live in the United States. Questions about filing a petition to bring a foreign spouse to the United States may be directed to the nearest U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service office, to the U.S. Department of State’s Visa Office (telephone: (202) 663-1225) or, while in the Philippines, to the U.S. Embassy’s Immigrant Visa Unit at http://philippines.usembassy.gov. 

Disaster Preparedness: The Philippines is a volcano-, typhoon- and earthquake-prone country. From May to December, typhoons and flash floods often occur. Flooding can cause road delays and cut off bridges. Typhoons in the vicinity of the Philippines can interrupt air and sea links within the country. Volcanic activity is frequent, and periodically the Philippine Government announces alerts for specific volcanoes. Earthquakes can also occur throughout the country. General information about natural disaster preparedness is available via the Internet from the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at http://www.fema.gov. 

Customs: Philippine customs authorities enforce strict regulations concerning temporary importation into or export from the Philippines of items such as firearms and currency. It is advisable to contact the Embassy of the Philippines in Washington, D.C. or one of the Philippine consulates in the United States (Chicago, Honolulu, Los Angeles, New York, and San Francisco) for specific information regarding customs requirements. Counterfeit and pirated goods are widely available in the Philippines; transactions involving such products are illegal and bringing them back to the United States may result in forfeitures and/or fines. A current list of countries with serious problems in this regard can be found at http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Reports_Publications/2004/2004_Special_301/Section_Index.html. 

Please see our information on customs regulations at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1468.html. 

CRIMINAL PENALTIES: While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar offenses. 

Persons violating Philippines laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned.  Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in the Philippines are severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.  Capital punishment is possible for certain drug-related crimes.  Engaging in illicit sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States.  For more information visit http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1467.html.

Under the Protect Act of April 2003, it is a crime, prosecutable in the United States, for a U.S. citizen or permanent resident alien, to travel to a foreign country to engage in criminal sexual activity or to engage in illicit sexual conduct in a foreign country. It is important to note that under the new legislation, the act of illicit sexual conduct is sufficient to violate the law - the intent to travel for the purpose of engaging in the criminal sexual activity does not need to be proven. For purposes of the PROTECT Act, illicit sexual conduct means: (1) a sexual act with a person under 18 years of age that would be illegal in the United States or (2) any commercial sex act in a foreign country with a person under the age of 18. 

The Bureau of Immigration arrests several Americans each year on immigration charges of “undesirability,” sometimes based solely on complaints arising from personal or business disputes in the Philippines. Frequently, these detainees cannot be deported and/or released from custody until substantial fines are paid and any underlying criminal charges are resolved – a process that sometimes takes months or even years. 

Fraud, swindling, and “bad debts” are also serious criminal offenses in the Philippines, as is the illegal recruitment of Philippine citizens for employment overseas. Several Americans are currently serving lengthy prison sentences for illegal recruitment activities. The Philippine Government also has strict laws against the possession of firearms, and several foreigners have been sentenced to life imprisonment for bringing firearms into the country. Americans who are arrested overseas should immediately ask to contact a U.S. Embassy representative. 

CHILDREN'S ISSUES: Under Philippine law, the mother and father of a child are held to exercise parental control jointly, and child custody cases are considered civil disputes. Parental abduction is not a crime. The Philippines is not a party to the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. For specific information on child custody cases in the Philippines, please consult the web page of the U.S. Embassy in Manila at http://philippines.usembassy.gov. 

For information on international adoption of children and international parental abduction, see the Office of Children's Issues website at http://travel.state.gov/family/family_1732.html. 

REGISTRATION/EMBASSY AND CONSULAR AGENCY LOCATION: Americans living in or visiting the Philippines are encouraged to register with the U.S. Embassy through the State Department's travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within Philippines. Americans without Internet access may register directly with the U.S. Embassy. By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy to contact them in case of emergency. The U.S. Embassy is located at: 1201 Roxas Boulevard, Manila, Philippines, tel. (63)(2) 528-6300. The Consular American Citizen Services (ACS) section's fax number is (63)(2) 522-3242 and the ACS web page is at http://philippines.usembassy.gov. 

The U.S. Consular Agency in Cebu provides limited services for U.S. citizens. The Consular Agency address is: Waterfront Hotel, Lahug, Cebu City, tel. (63) (32) 231-1261. 

The Virtual Consulate Davao (http://www.usvirtualconsulatedavao.org.ph ) provides targeted information and services of interest to Americans residing in or traveling to Davao. The Virtual Consulate supports email correspondence for queries from American citizens. Regularly scheduled "chat" sessions also allow Americans to interact in real time with the American Citizens Services personnel at the U.S. Embassy This replaces the Consular Information Sheet dated January 13, 2005, to update entry/exit requirements, safety and security, crime information, aviation safety oversight and criminal penalties and Registration/Embassy and Consular Agency Location

. 

Public Announcement

Worldwide Caution

December 5, 2005

U.S. Department of State

This Public Announcement updates information on the continuing threat of terrorist actions and violence against Americans and interests overseas.  This supersedes the Worldwide Caution dated August 2, 2005 and expires on June 12, 2006.

The Department of State remains concerned about the continued threat of terrorist attacks, demonstrations and other violent actions against U.S. citizens and interests overseas.  Ongoing events in Iraq have resulted in demonstrations and associated violence in several countries.  Americans are reminded that demonstrations and rioting can occur with little or no warning.

Current information suggests that al-Qaida and affiliated organizations continue to plan terrorist attacks against U.S. interests in multiple regions, including Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East.  These attacks may employ a wide variety of tactics to include assassinations, kidnappings, hijackings and bombings.

Extremists may elect to use conventional or non-conventional weapons, and target both official and private interests.   The hotel bombings in Jordan in early November illustrate how terrorists exploit vulnerabilities associated with soft targets.  Additional examples of such targets include residential areas, business offices, clubs, restaurants, places of worship, schools, public areas and locales where Americans gather in large numbers, including during holidays.

In the wake of the July 2005 London bombings and the March 2004 train attacks in Madrid, Americans are reminded of the potential for terrorists to attack public transportation systems.  In addition, extremists may also select aviation and maritime services as possible targets.

U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance, be aware of local events, and take the appropriate steps to bolster their personal security.  For additional information, please refer to "A Safe Trip Abroad" found at <http://travel.state.gov>.

U.S. Government facilities worldwide remain at a heightened state of alert.  These facilities may temporarily close or periodically suspend public services to assess their security posture.  In those instances, U.S. embassies and consulates will make every effort to provide emergency services to U.S. citizens.  Americans abroad are urged to monitor the local news and maintain contact with the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate.

As the Department continues to develop information on any potential security threats to U.S. citizens overseas, it shares credible threat information through its Consular Information Program documents, available on the Internet at <http://travel.state.gov>. In addition to information on the Internet, travelers may obtain up-to-date information on security conditions by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the U.S. or outside the U.S. and Canada on a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444.










Some FAQS about Marriage of US Citizens to Nationals of Another Country





Who May Perform Marriages Abroad?





U.S. diplomatic and consular officers are NOT permitted to perform marriages (Title 22, Code of Federal Regulations 52.1).  Marriages abroad are almost always performed by local (foreign) civil or religious officials.  


As a rule, marriages are not performed on the premises of an American embassy or consulate. The validity of marriages abroad is not dependent upon the presence of an American diplomatic or consular officer, but upon adherence to the laws of the country where the marriage is performed. 


Are Marriages Abroad Valid?


In general, marriages, which are legally performed and valid abroad, are also legally valid in the United States. Inquiries regarding the validity of a marriage abroad should be directed to the attorney general of the state in the United States where the parties to the marriage live. 


Can Loss of U.S. Nationality occur through marriage to a national of another country?


 In some countries, marriage to a national of that country will automatically make the spouse either a citizen of that country or eligible to become naturalized in that country expeditiously. The automatic acquisition of a second nationality will not affect U.S. citizenship. 


Some Misconceptions about Marriage of US Citizens Abroad


Marriage between a US citizen and national of another country automatically makes the foreign spouse a US citizen and their children US citizens.


No, marriage to a U.S. citizen does not confer U.S. citizenship to the foreign spouse; neither does it automatically confer US citizenship to their children born abroad. 





Marriage between a US citizen and national of another country always guarantees issuance of a US visa to the foreign spouse.


No, a visa to immigrate to the United States is not guaranteed. Information on obtaining a visa for a foreign spouse may be obtained from any office of the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services in the Department of Homeland Security, U.S. embassies and consulates abroad, or the Department of State Visa Office, Washington, DC 20520-0113. 





Marriage between a US citizen and a foreign national solely to help the foreign spouse immigrate to the US is legal.


No, entering into a marriage contract with an alien strictly for the purpose of enabling entry to the United States for that individual is considered an unlawful act. Section 4221 of Title 22 United States Code provides penalties for individuals who commit perjury in an affidavit taken by a consular officer.





Information about Marriage in the Philippines


Any foreigner who wishes to marry in the Philippines must obtain a “Certificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage” before filing an application for a marriage license. Because there is no national register of marriages in the United States, the U.S. Embassy cannot provide such a certification.  As a result, the 


Philippine Government will accept an “Affidavit in Lieu of a Certificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage” in its place.  Americans may execute this affidavit at the U.S. Embassy in Manila or at the
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 Important Passport Security Enhancement - No Amendments





As an additional security enhancement, the U.S. Embassy no longer amends valid U.S. passports.  Instead, Americans requesting name changes, extensions of validity for limited passports, or corrections of a printing errors must apply for replacement passports.   





If the change is requested within one year after passport issuance, Americans should submit a U.S. Passport Re-Application Form (DS 5504), together with the passport to be replaced, the documentation required, and new passport pictures.  There will be no charge for this service.





If the change is requested more than one year after passport issuance, Americans will need to submit an Application for Passport By Mail (DS-82) or Application for a U.S. Passport (DS-11), together with the passport that needs to be changed, the documentation required, and new passport photos.  The cost is $67 (for adult applicants qualified to use the DS-82 form), $97 (for other adult applicants) and $82 (for minor applicants).  If the requested data change is due to a printing error by the U.S. Embassy, there will be no charge.





Those needing additional visa pages for their passports must submit an Application for Additional Visa Pages (DS-4085).  This service is always free of charge when routine.





Replacement passports are usually processed within seven (7) to ten (10) workdays. 





All of the necessary forms are available online at travel.state.gov.  The Passport Amendment/Validation Form (DS-19), previously used to amend passports/add visa pages is no longer valid.  For more information please visit our website at travel.state.gov.








Website Fraud Warning�


Department of State Warns of Impostor or Fraudulent Websites�The Department of State, Visa Services, advises the public that only Internet sites including the ".gov" indicator are official government Websites, for our agency offices located in the United States. We are proud to have more than 200 Embassies worldwide. While many of these Embassy Consular Section Websites have the ".gov" indicator in their Internet address, a number do not. The Department of State, Visa Services website does link directly to all Embassy Consular Section Websites abroad at � HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/embassies/embassies_1214.html" �U.S. Embassies and Consulates�. This is a useful way for the public to access Consular Section Websites. Visa applicants are advised to be cautious in all dealings with companies that claim to offer any assistance in obtaining U.S. visas. Please note the following:


Immigration Related Websites. Many other non-governmental Websites (e.g., using the suffixes  ". com" ".org" or ".net") provide legitimate and useful immigration and visa related information and services. Regardless of the content of other Websites, the Department of State does not endorse, recommend or sponsor any information or material shown at these other Websites. 


Other Impostor or Fraudulent Websites and Email. A few other Websites may try to mislead customers and members of the public into thinking they are official Websites. These Websites may attempt to require you to pay for services such as forms and information about immigration procedures, which are otherwise free on the Department of State Visa Services Website, or overseas through the Embassy Consular Section Websites. Additionally, these other Websites may require you to pay for services you will not receive. These web sites may contact you by email to lure you to their offer. Additionally, be wary of sending any personal information that might be used for identity fraud/theft to these websites. 


For further information refer to http://travel.state.gov/visas.
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Happy New Year


Have a safe, healthy and prosperous new year!





Remember to PLAN AHEAD AND PROTECT YOURSELF and your family members.  Check passports for the expiration dates and remember it takes seven (7) to ten (10) workdays to get a new passport.





PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY BY REGISTERING AT THE U.S. EMBASSY





The U.S. Department of State, embassies and consulates abroad have no greater responsibility than the protection of American citizens overseas. Our most important function is to protect and assist Americans traveling or residing abroad. The primary purpose for soliciting registration information is to register Americans’ whereabouts abroad, so that they may be contacted in the event of an evacuation, natural disaster or other emergency.  





The registration information is also used in finding Americans abroad who have lost touch with concerned family members in the U.S. or are reported missing or in distress.  When located, we report about the general welfare of these Americans at the request of family members or concerned persons in the U.S.  In many cases we facilitate passing emergency family messages to Americans traveling or living abroad.   A true story about the usefulness of registration information follows:





On an uneventful weekend in November, our Consular Agent and Consular Assistant in Cebu noticed a paid ad in the local Cebu newspaper.  The ad stated “New Yorker searching for long lost father...left US 17 years ago to marry a Cebuana.”  A search of the ACS database turned up a registered American citizen with the same name living in a village in Cebu.  The next day the Consular Assistant combed the backstreets of the village by foot and tricycle asking many villagers whether they knew of the US citizen.  Finally the spry 83-year-old man was found.  Father and son were reunited after 17 years. 





Keep the Germs Away


Illnesses like the flu (influenza) and colds are caused by viruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs.  The flu and colds usually spread from person to person when an infected person coughs or sneezes.


How to Stop the Spread of Germs.


Cover your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing.  Cough or sneeze into a tissue then throw it away or cover your cough or sneeze if you don’t have a tissue. Then wash your hands.


Clean your hands often.  Wash your hands with soap and warm water for 15 to 29 seconds, about the same time it takes to sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice.  Alcohol based disposable hand wipes or gel sanitizers also work.


Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.  


Stay home when you are sick and check with a health care provider when needed.





More information can be found at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website located at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/germstopper" ��http://www.cdc.gov/germstopper�. Please also see the Avian Flu Fact Sheet on page 12.

















What Are Travel Warnings, Consular Information Sheets & Public Announcements?�� HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_1764.html" �Travel Warnings��Travel Warnings are issued when the State Department decides based on all relevant information, to recommend that Americans avoid travel to a certain country. Countries where avoidance of travel is recommended will have Travel Warnings as well as Consular Information Sheets. You may also want to review specific country � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/" �Background Notes.�


� HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_1766.html" �Public Announcements�


Public Announcements are a means to disseminate information about terrorist threats and other relatively short-term and/or trans-national conditions posing significant risks to the security of American travelers. They (PAs) are made when there is a specific threat that cannot be countered. In the past, Public Announcements have been issued to deal with short-term coups, violence by terrorists and anniversary dates of specific terrorist events.�� HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1765.html" �Consular Information Sheets�  


Consular Information Sheets are available for every country of the world. They include such information as location of the U.S. embassy or consulate in the subject country, unusual immigration practices, health conditions, minor political disturbances, unusual currency and entry regulations, crime and security information, and drug penalties. If an unstable condition exists in a country that is not severe enough to�warrant a Travel Warning, a description of the condition(s) may be included under an optional section entitled "Safety/Security."  On limited occasions, we also restate in this section any U.S. embassy advice given to official employees. Consular Information Sheets generally do not include advice, but present information in a factual manner so the traveler can make his or her own decisions concerning travel to a particular country.


For further information refer to http://travel.state.gov









































recommended will have Travel Warnings as well as Consular Information Sheets. You may also want to review specific country � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/" �Background Notes.��





Important Tax Information for US Citizens Living Abroad





US Federal Tax Assistance services will be provided to U.S. taxpayers needing tax return assistance in Manila from March 13 to 17, 2006.  The IRS Representative will be able to provide individual tax assistance to overseas taxpayers on a limited basis.  US Federal Tax assistance can also be obtained at the following Internet websites and by calling the following IRS telephone numbers.  





IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION WEB SERVICES





IRS Home Page:		� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov" ��www.irs.gov�


Citizens Abroad:		� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=97324,00.html" ��www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=97324,00.html�


Persons in the Military:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/individuals/military/index.html" ��www.irs.gov/individuals/military/index.html�


Tax Forms and Publications:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/formspubs/index.html" ��www.irs.gov/formspubs/index.html�


Electronic Payment Website:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.eftps.gov" ��www.eftps.gov�


Refund Information:	Go to 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov" ��www.irs.gov�


				Click on  “Where’s my refund?”


				Follow the prompts


Tax Law Questions:	Go to 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov" ��www.irs.gov�


				Click on “help” in the top menu				


				Click on “tax Law Questions


 				Follow the prompts








American Citizen Services


U.S. Embassy


1201 Roxas Blvd.


Ermita, Manila, Philippines





Consul General:	Richard D. Haynes





ACS Chief:	Christopher Rowan





Office: 	63-2-528-6300 x2246/2555





Fax: 			632-522-3242 





�HYPERLINK "wwwhppt.html"��Passports and Birth Registration� 


Mon through Fri      7:30am - 11:00am


For applications: call FedEx at 02-879- 4747





�HYPERLINK "wwwha005.html"��Notary Services� 


Mon through Fri    8:00 – 10:00am





�HYPERLINK "wwwha009.html"��Legal Capacity to Marry� 


Mon through Fri     8:00am - 10:00am





�HYPERLINK "wwwha017.html"��EMERGENCIES�:   For emergencies after hours please call 63-2-528-6300 and ask for the Duty Officer. 


Website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philippines.usembassy.gov" ��http://www.philippines.usembassy.gov�


Email:


� HYPERLINK mailto:acsinfomanila@state.gov ��acsinfomanila@state.gov�











Frequently Asked Questions about the No Amendment Policy


1.Why did the Department of State decide to stop amending existing passports?


�Replacing a passport instead of amending it will enhance the overall security of the document.  Additionally, with the upcoming Electronic Passport (EP), the printed data must match the data contained on the chip embedded in the Electronic Passport. 





2.Why can’t you just rewrite over data on the chip?


�The technology used to write data to the contactless chip is known as WORM - "Write Once, Read Many”.   The use of WORM and digital signature technologies will ensure that the data can be authenticated as having been generated from an official issuance source and that the data has not been altered. 


3. Can I still get visa pages added to my passport?


�Yes. You may request additional visa pages for current valid passports using form DS-4085, Application for Additional Visa Pages. There is no charge for routine service, which is receipt of the passport with pages added. 


4. I just got my passport in my maiden name, so we could go on our honeymoon, but I plan to take my husband’s surname after we get back. Do I have to apply for a new passport with my married name?


I have a valid passport, but I just got divorced, and my divorce decree includes the resumption of my maiden name. Do I have to apply for a new passport?


We just adopted our foster child, who has a valid passport in his birth surname. The adoption decree changes his surname to ours. Does he need a new passport?


The answer to all three questions is “yes” because all citizens need to travel in their legal names. However, which form you use and the cost involved now differ, in part, based on timing.  





Within the First Year


If your name changed, and it is still within one year of the date your passport was issued, you may obtain a free replacement passport. You must provide: 


Form DS-5504, Passport Re-Application Form 


The passport to be replaced; 


Acceptable evidence of name-change, such as marriage/divorce/adoption decree; or court order of name change; and 


Two recent passport photos 


The replacement passport will have a new issue date and a full ten years’ validity. Receipt of the replacement passport should be within seven (7) to ten (10) workdays. 














Form DS-5504, Passport Re-Application Form; 


Your passport containing the data error; 


Acceptable evidence showing the correct data.  


Two (2) recent passport photos. 


You will receive a new passport number with a new issue date, but it will contain the original expiration date. All passport fees will be waived.  





7. Why do I have to pay for some replacement passports after a year?


�We require that you apply for your free replacement within one year so that the new passport issuance and expiration dates will be as close to the original passport information as possible. After one year, you must pay for a new replacement passport to offset the processing costs of the new passport. ��8. Do I have to appear in person to get a replacement passport?


�Generally no, you may send Form DS-5504, Passport Re-Application Form, your passport, and any required documents by mail to the address printed on the form. However, the time in relation to the original issuance date of the passport and the age of the customer may impact the personal appearance requirement. The specifics fall into varying categories as covered above. 


�9. What about replacement passports for minors? 


�The same requirements apply to minors.


�10. Will my old passport be returned if I apply for a replacement?


�Yes. Your old passport will be invalidated and returned with your new, replacement passport if it is not damaged or mutilated.


For further information refer to � HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/status/status_2567.html" �http://travel.state.gov/passport� and � HYPERLINK "http://philippines.usembassy.gov" ��http://philippines.usembassy.gov� 















































Consular Agency in Cebu. The American must present his/her U.S. passport. There is a fee of $30.00 or its peso equivalent for the affidavit. Philippine authorities will not accept any substitute document issued in the United States, before traveling to the Philippines to be married.


Execution of the affidavit by a U.S. consular officer/associate/agent is a notarial act and under U.S. law the service can be refused if the document will be used for a purpose patently unlawful, improper, or inimical to the best interests of the United States.  Entering into a marriage contract for the principal purpose of facilitating immigration to the United States for an alien is an unlawful act, and the U.S. Code provides penalties for individuals who commit perjury in an affidavit taken by a consular officer/associate/agent. Relationship fraud is a persistent problem in the Philippines, and it is not uncommon for Filipinos to enter into marriages with Americans solely for immigration purposes. Relationships developed via correspondence, particularly those begun on the Internet, are particularly susceptible to manipulation. 


The Marriage Application Process: Once an American citizen has obtained from the U.S. Embassy an “Affidavit in Lieu of a Certificate of Legal Capacity to Contract Marriage,” he/she may file an application for a marriage license at the office of the Philippine Civil Registrar in the town or city where one of the parties is a resident. The U.S. citizen applicant must present: (a) the affidavit; (b) divorce decree(s) or death certificate(s), if applicable (required to verify civil status and legal capacity to contract marriage); (c) his/her U.S. passport; and (d) documentation regarding parental consent or advice, if applicable. (Persons aged 18 to 21 must have written parental consent to marry in the Philippines; those aged 22 to 24 must have received parental advice. Philippine law prohibits marriage of persons under the age of 18). A judge, a minister or other person authorized by the Philippine Government can perform the marriage. 


For further information refer to � HYPERLINK "http://philippines.usembassy.gov/" �http://philippines.usembassy.gov� and http://travel.state.gov







































































LIVE CHAT ON FIANCÉ(E) VISAS        (8:00pm-9:00pm Feb. 7, 2006 EST)





The U.S. Virtual Consulate Davao and the U.S. Embassy Manila will host a live chat on the topic of Fiancé(e) Visas on February 8, 2006 from 9:00am to 10:00am (8:00pm-9:00pm Feb. 7, 2006 EST).  


Through this interactive chat, staff from the Immigrant Visa Unit will be available to answer the participants’ questions on the K1 visa process. While questions about specific cases cannot be addressed we are prepared to discuss the full range of issues, regulations and timelines affecting K-1 visa applicants.  Refer to http://� HYPERLINK "http://www.usvirtualconsulatedavao.org.ph" ��www.usvirtualconsulatedavao.org.ph� or  � HYPERLINK "http://philippines.usembassy.gov" ��http://philippines.usembassy.gov� 

















Is the US Embassy or US Consulate considered US soil?





No.  The status of diplomatic and consular premises arises from the rules of law relating to immunity from the prescriptive and enforcement jurisdiction of the receiving State; the premises are not part of the territory of the sending State (the United States of America).  Therefore, contrary to popular belief, a U.S. Embassy or Consulate is not U.S. soil.



































































































































Upcoming US Embassy Holiday Closings 





President’s Day (USA)		Monday, February 20, 2006


Maundy Thursday (PHL)		Thursday, April 13, 2006


Good Friday (PHL)			Friday, April 14, 2006


Labor Day (PHL)			Monday, May 1, 2006


Memorial Day (USA)		Monday, May 29, 2006


Independence Day (PHL)		Monday, June 12, 2006




















Remember to Register at the US Embassy





Registration at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate (in the country you are visiting) makes your presence and whereabouts known, in case it is necessary for a consular officer to contact you in an emergency.  During a disaster overseas, American consular officers can assist in evacuation but they cannot assist you if they do not know where you are.��Registration is particularly important for those who plan to stay in a country longer than one month, or who will travel to:�*A country that is experiencing civil unrest, has an unstable political climate, or is undergoing a natural disaster, such as an earthquake or a hurricane.�*A country where there are no U.S. officials. In such cases, you should register at the U.S. embassy or consulate in an adjacent country, leave an itinerary with the Consular Section, ask about conditions in the country that you will visit and ask about the third country that may represent U.S. interests there.��If you are traveling with an escorted tour to areas experiencing political uncertainty or other problems, find out if your tour operator is registering your trip through the State Department’s � HYPERLINK "https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs" �travel registration website� . If it is not, or if you are traveling on your own, you can still register with the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate through the State Department’s � HYPERLINK "https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs" �travel registration website�.��In accordance with the Privacy Act, information on your welfare or whereabouts may not be released to inquirers without your expressed written authorization. Registration through the website is not considered proof of citizenship. Remember to leave a detailed itinerary and the numbers or copies of your passport or other citizenship documents with a friend or relative in the United States.





Living Abroad


If you are planning to live abroad, you should also take advantage of our "Register With Embassies" program. Registering at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate (in the country you are living in) makes your whereabouts known, in the event of an emergency. During any kind of emergency, American consular officers will be able to reach you...if we know where you are. 


Online Travel Registration Service


The State Department recently launched a secure online travel registration website which will allow you, as an American citizen, to record foreign trip and residence information that the Department of State can use to communicate with you and assist you in case of an emergency.


U.S. citizens around the world who travel or reside abroad can access this site either through a link on � HYPERLINK "https://travelregistration.state.gov" �Travel.state.gov� or directly at � HYPERLINK "https://travelregistration.state.gov" �https://travelregistration.state.gov�. We invite you to register yourself and your family and get acquainted with travel registration. 


The new Internet travel registration service for American citizens allows you to register and update your contact information on the Internet at any time, making it easier for you to keep your information current. The site also provides you with up-to-date travel information customized to your unique travel agenda and itinerary. The data you provide is secured behind Department of State firewalls, accessed only by cleared personnel in Embassies, Consulates, and the Department of State, and releasable only under the provisions of the Privacy Act.


Let us know how you like the new site. If you encounter any difficulties or have any questions about our travel registration website, please send an e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:%20CAIbrs@state.gov" �CAIbrs@state.gov�. If you have specific questions about your registration with this Embassy please contact us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ACSInfoManila@state.gov" �ACSInfoManila@state.gov�
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IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION PHONE SERVICES


Individuals:				1-800-829-1040*	


Business:				1-800-829-4933*


Customer Service Phone:		1-215-516-2000


Hours:  Mon-Fri 6:00am-11:00pm(Eastern Standard Time)


Customer Service Fax:		1-215-516-2555**


Refund Inquiries:			1-800-829-1954*


TeleTax:				1-800-829-4477*


ITINS after 30 days:			1-800-215-516-4846


Exempt Organization Help Desk:	1-877-829-5500*


Tax Offset Program (TOP) Help Desk:	1-800-304-3107*


E-Services Help Desk:		1-512-416-7750





*If able to access US Toll Free Systems


**Fax Instructions for Philadelphia Service Center:


	


The Fax Service cannot be used to transmit your originally filed tax return.  Documents transmitted to the Philadelphia Service Center should contain only information that was specifically requested and a cover sheet containing the following information:


To:  Tax Examiner and/or Employee Profile Number (located on notice)


Your Taxpayer Info:	Name, Address, Phone, and Fax numbers


Your Taxpayer ID#:	Social Security/Tax Identification Number


Your Subject Matter:	Reason why you are contacting IRS





IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION MAILING ADDRESSES





The Philadelphia Service Center services all overseas filers, including military personnel stationed abroad.


Completed tax returns may be mailed to:	INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE	


						PHILADELPHIA, PA 19255-0215





For Courier Service:				PHILADELPHIA SERVICE CENTER


						11601 ROOSEVELT BLVD


						PHILADELPHIA, PA 19154





ITIN – Form W-7				IRS Philadelphia Service Center


						ITIN Unit


						P.O. Box 447


						Bensalem, PA 19020





Important Tax Information for Urgent Tax Needs





For Collection/Levy Status Accounts Problems:  Phone: 1-215-516-2004 	Fax: 1-215-516-6931


Taxpayer Advocate Office:  Phone:  1-215-516-2499  Fax:  1-215-516-2677  Toll Free:  10877-777-4778*


International Taxpayer Advocate Service:  	INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE


						San Patricio Office Center, Room 200


						7 Tabomico Street


						Guaynabo, Puerto Rico  00966


						Phone:	787-622-8931


						Fax:	787-622-8933





	








			








Tentative Outreach Schedule


Feb 16		Bacolod


Feb 17		Iloilo


Mar 10		Pangasinan


April 7		Davao


April 27		Olongapo


April 28		Angeles





		














After One Year and Otherwise Eligible to Use Form DS-82





If you request a name-change more than one year after the issuance of your passport, and are otherwise eligible to use Form DS-82, you must provide: 


Form DS-82, Application for a U.S. Passport by Mail; 


The passport to be replaced; 


Acceptable evidence of name-change, such as marriage/divorce/adoption decree; or Court order of name-change; 


Appropriate fees; and 


Two (2) recent passport photos. 


Routine service is receipt of the new passport within seven (7) to ten (10) workdays. 


 


5. I was issued a limited passport (less than full 10-year validity for those 16 years and older; less than 5-year validity for those 15 and younger). How do I get it replaced with a fully valid passport?


�The same time frames, forms, costs, and general requirements apply as indicated for #4. However, the documentation required for replacement with a new, fully valid passport depends upon the reason for limiting the original passport.  Examples:


1) The customer was issued a limited passport in the U.S. to make his/her emergency trip, but more complete citizenship documentation is required for a fully valid passport, or


 2) Due to the loss or theft of a passport while traveling abroad, a U.S. Consulate issued a limited, non-digitized passport to facilitate re-entry into the U.S. (In these cases, customers are given instructions on how to reapply to obtain fully valid, digitized passports after they are back in the U.S.)





 6. You misspelled my name on my passport. What do I need to do?


Within the First Year


For correction of any printing errors by Passport Services: If you notice a data error within one year of your passport’s issue date, it may be replaced by submitting all of the following items: 


Form DS-5504, Passport Re-Application Form; 


Your passport containing the data error; 


Acceptable evidence showing the correct data; and 


Two (2) recent passport photos. 


Your replacement passport will have a new number, issuance and expiration dates. All passport fees will bewaived. 


After One Year


If you notice the data error one year or longer after your passport’s issue date, it may be replaced by submitting all of the following items: 
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