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CONCURRENT RECEIPT IS OUT, COMBAT RELATED SPECIAL COMPENSATION IS IN: Applications for the new Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) benefit and other CRSC information will be available online (https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/crsc/) in late May, and payments will range from about $104 to $2193 a month, depending on severity of qualifying disabilities. Retirees must apply for CRSC, and payments for a small number of applicants could begin as early as July. Most payments will start later, but will be retroactive to 1 June 2003. 
 

Active duty retirees must have served 20 years, and reservists are eligible if they earned 7,200 retirement points. Every applicant will receive a letter explaining the size of their CRSC
payment, or why their application was rejected. The latter will have the option to appeal their case. 

 

Defense officials will treat CRSC as a tax exempt benefit unless told otherwise by the IRS. The Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) still can't say whether CRSC pay will be paid via separate checks, direct deposit or included with regular retired pay. The law says CRSC should not be viewed as retired pay. FRA will provide updates on the development of the new benefit as it becomes available. Shipmates are encouraged to check the Association's web site at www.fra.org or go to www.crlegislation.com for additional information.

 

 Senate Rejects Concurrent Receipt Amendment: An amendment sponsored by Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (Nev.) authorizing concurrent receipt of military pay and VA disability compensation was withdrawn from the FY 2004 National Defense Authorization Act (S. 1050) Monday during floor debate in the Senate. "Unfortunately, the Senate parliamentarian ruled that
concurrent receipt was not relevant to the defense authorization bill, so my amendment was removed," Reid said in a statement. "I was surprised and very disappointed by the ruling, but I won't give up. I am already looking for other ways to get concurrent receipt legislation passed." Reid's amendment was another effort to address this priority issue, and was discussed in a strategy meeting with the senator's staff that FRA attended last week along with representatives from other military and veterans organizations. Other options are being considered including further expansion of the Combat- Related Special Compensation (CRSC) to include other disabled retirees. [SOURCE: FRA newsbytes]

NOTE: If you want the application we have it in RAO for 5 Pesos, 5 pages.

ID CARDS/DEERS: There has been a lot of misinformation or misunderstanding about ID cards and DEERS (Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System).  Consequently some sponsors are not realizing the significance of keeping their dependents updated in DEERS.  The retiree’s and his family’s health care system, TRICARE, uses DEERS eligibility as the determining factor in paying for medical services received.  If the dependent is not currently enrolled in DEERS because the sponsor let the DEERS eligibility expire, TRICARE will not pay the providers for services given during the periods of lapsed eligibility until the sponsor updates the dependent in DEERS and reinstates their eligibility.  This process has absolutely nothing to do with ID cards.  Other than these processes happen off the same form and with the same information.  The DD-1172 serves these two purposes, ID card application AND DEERS enrollment, at the same time.  It is apparent that many retirees are not aware of this fact.  Sponsors may not be interested in obtaining ID cards for their dependents because they are of no practical use here.  However, it is very important to keep them enrolled in DEERS to continue to receive health care benefits under TRICARE.  Therefore it is necessary to update your dependent’s in DEERS before the expiration of their eligibility so that there will be no break in their eligibility dates and TRICARE will not deny any claims submitted by your provider due to expired eligibility dates. We no longer get ID cards issued to our dependents here in the Philippines, but in order to keep you spouse and children updated you still have to apply for an ID cards in the same manner. A letter will be issued from the ID facility stating you are in DEERS.  If you have any questions, please contact us. 

THE FOLLOWING I RECEIVED FROM COL. WEIDHAHN USMC ret. HE IS BRINGING A TOUR GROUP OVER FOR THE SUBIC BAY REUNION IN OCT

Dear fellow veterans, friends and family members:

Will you please pass the word to all your contacts regarding the Subic Bay Reunion in October and the Subic Bay Alumni Foundation (SBAF). Thank you very much, it's shaping up as a real extravaganza!

Sincere personal regards, 
        Warren
Warren Wiedhahn
Colonel, USMC (Ret)
Subic Bay Reunion Coordinator 
NEWS RELEASE: SUBIC BAY REUNION - RETURN TO THE PHILIPPINES! On her recent official State visit to the United States, Republic of the Philippines President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo extended a personal invitation to all American service men and women, their families, friends and former employees of the Naval Base and Cubi Point, to return to the Philippines October 17-27, 2003. President Arroyo further extended an invitation to President George W. Bush to visit the Philippines during the same time period. President Bush has accepted her invitation!

A festive week of official receptions hosted by the Governments of the Philippines and the United States; wreath laying at the American Memorial Cemetery in Manila; tours of Corregidor and the Bataan Death March; "Then and Now" tours of Subic Bay and Cubi Point, topped off with a Street Party and Despedida sponsored by Mayor Kate Gordon and the people of the City of Olongapo.

Optional day excursions will also be offered to visit and tour the former USAF Base, Clark Field, at Angeles City.

The Subic Bay Reunion is jointly organized by the Republic of the Philippines Department of Tourism (DOT) Secretary Richard J. Gordon and Military Historical Tours (MHT) President, Colonel Warren H. Wiedhahn, USMC (Ret)

A Subic Bay Alumni Foundation (SBAF) is also forming under the leadership of RADM Dan Mc Kinnon, USN (Ret), who spent several happy years at the Naval Supply Depot, Subic Bay. You may want to get in as a "Charter Member" of SBAF!

For more information on this festive, historic and nostalgic Subic Bay Reunion, go to: www.subicbayreunion.com. For SBAF information, click on: Alumni Foundation. 

NOTE: In a few days time I will have the Alumni Foundation applications and some brochures on the reunion. Feel free to stop by RAO Subic Bay and pick on up.

NAVY FEDERAL HAS CHANGED THE WAY WE DO OUR WIRE TRANSFERS:

They have completely disestablished the communications center where we used to send wire transfers so here is the new way, and may turn out to be the better way, we do our wire transfers.

If you are transferring money to yourself you simply make a call to them. All calls are made COLLECT. If you want to send money to a third party you MUST fax in your wire request and you MUST provide a call back phone contact because the wire will NOT be processed until they have made verbal confirmation. Other types of communications with NFCU will be done as per instructions below.

Member-to-self requests:                             703-255-8500 CALL COLLECT dial 114 local.

Share disbursement third party                    703-255-7739 fax only

Consumer loan documents                           703-255-7976 fax only

Credit card servicing                                    703-206-4334 fax only

Share and sharechek acct servicing/orders  703-206-4244 fax only

CUCARD orders                                         703-206-3706  fax only 

 NEW VFW 11447 SERVICE OFFICER:

Jerry D. Martin will be the new VFW 11447 service officer starting the first Wednesday in July. He will be in RAO Subic Bay from 0900-1200 Wednesday and Thursday every week except holidays. If you need to talk to him for some reason when he is not in the office he has given me permission to print his phone numbers. Celphone # 0916-542-2829 and H/P 224-4342.

Welcome aboard Jerry.  
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